The hotspot track

One fixed flame, one slowly drifting continent — and a trail of volcanoes that doubles as a clock.

The kitchen version

the plate drifts north — about as fast as your fingernails grow .

the pastry slides; the torch never moves — so the
scorch trail gets older the farther back you look

< the volcanoes get older, and more worn down, this way
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each volcano marks an old position of the plate over the flame
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MANTLE

the plume stays put; only the plate above it moves

Schematic — not to scale; distances compressed. Ages after Wellman & McDougall (1974), Cohen et al. (2007) and Davies et al. (2015); the plume now lies off Australia’s south.
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